
COLTON MEDIATION TEAM DESIGNATION.DOCX VERSION NOVEMBER 7, 2017 1 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
DISTRICT OF PUERTO RICO 

----------------------------------------------------------x 
 
In re: PROMESA 
 Title III 
THE FINANCIAL OVERSIGHT AND 
MANAGEMENT BOARD FOR PUERTO RICO, 

 
as representative of      No. 17 BK 3283-LTS 

 
THE COMMONWEALTH OF PUERTO RICO,   (Jointly Administered) 
et al.,    
 
   Debtors.1 
----------------------------------------------------------x 
 

 
ORDER GIVING NOTICE OF PRELIMINARY DESIGNATION OF NEW MEMBER OF 

MEDIATION TEAM AND SETTING DEADLINE FOR OBJECTIONS 
 

  In light of Mediation Team Member Judge Christopher Klein’s plans to step back 
from mediation work on these cases after his current intercircuit assignment expires in late 
December, and pursuant to 11 U.S.C. § 105, made applicable to these cases by section 301 of 
PROMESA, 48 U.S.C. § 2161, and to further the goal of the successful, consensual resolution of 
the issues raised in these debt adjustment proceedings, the Court hereby announces that it has 
designated an additional distinguished sitting federal judge, Bankruptcy Judge Roberta A. 
Colton, serving in the United States Bankruptcy Court for the Middle District of Florida, to join 
the Mediation Team.  Judge Colton has substantial judicial and other professional experience in 
complex financial matters, including insolvency proceedings, and will be designated, through the 

                                                 
1  The Debtors in these Title III Cases, along with each Debtor’s respective Title III case 
number and the last four (4) digits of each Debtor’s federal tax identification number, as 
applicable, are the (i) Commonwealth of Puerto Rico (Bankruptcy Case No. 17 BK 3283-LTS) 
(Last Four Digits of Federal Tax ID: 3481); (ii) Puerto Rico Sales Tax Financing Corporation 
(“COFINA”) (Bankruptcy Case No. 17 BK 3284-LTS) (Last Four Digits of Federal Tax ID: 
8474); (iii) Puerto Rico Highways and Transportation Authority (“HTA”) (Bankruptcy Case No. 
17 BK 3567-LTS) (Last Four Digits of Federal Tax ID: 3808); (iv) Employees Retirement 
System of the Government of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico (“ERS”) (Bankruptcy Case No. 
17 BK 3566-LTS) (Last Four Digits of Federal Tax ID: 9686); and (v) Puerto Rico Electric 
Power Authority (“PREPA”) (Bankruptcy Case No. 17 BK 4780-LTS) (Last Four Digits of 
Federal Tax ID: 3747).  (Title III case numbers are listed as Bankruptcy Case numbers due to 
software limitations). 
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intercircuit assignment procedures of the Judicial Conference of the United States, to serve as a 
judicial mediator as needed in these cases. 

  The Mediation Team will continue to be led by Chief Judge Barbara Houser of 
the United States Bankruptcy Court for the Northern District of Texas.  Continuing their work on 
the Mediation Team are Circuit Judge Thomas Ambro of the United States Court of Appeals for 
the Third Circuit, Senior District Judge Nancy Atlas of the United States District Court for the 
Southern District of Texas, and Senior District Judge Victor Marrero of the United States District 
Court for the Southern District of New York.  Judge Colton’s biography is attached to this Order 
and Notice. 

  Any party in interest having an objection to the appointment of Judge Colton must 
lodge such objection confidentially, in writing, with the undersigned via email addressed to 
swaindprcorresp@nysd.uscourts.gov, no later than November 17, 2017.   Objections must not 
be filed on the public docket.  The objection must state the reason for the objection and provide 
all relevant supporting material, if any.  The undersigned will consider any timely objections and 
submissions and will act on the proposed appointment by November 22, 2017.  No objections 
will be shared with any member of the Mediation Team.  If Judge Colton is appointed, her 
appointment will be effective immediately. 

 Pursuant to Local Civil Rule 1(f) of the United States District Court for the District of 
Puerto Rico, this Order suspends the Court’s Local Civil Rule 83J for the specific Title III cases 
captioned above and their related adversary proceedings. 

 SO ORDERED. 

 

Dated: November 7, 2017 

        /s/ Laura Taylor Swain                                           
        LAURA TAYLOR SWAIN 
        United States District Judge 
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Roberta A. Colton is a bankruptcy judge serving in the United States 
Bankruptcy Court for the Middle District of Florida. Judge Colton was appointed 
on April 1, 2016, and sits in Orlando, Florida. 

Judge Colton has an extensive background in bankruptcy mediation dating 
back to the early 1990s, when she worked with the Middle District of Florida to 
develop a pilot program that included mediation rules, training, and qualifications 
for bankruptcy mediators. In 1992, Judge Colton presented a program on mediation 
in bankruptcy at the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges and the following 
year co-authored (with Judge Thomas E. Bayne, Jr.) Confidentiality Issues in 
Bankruptcy Mediation, which was published in the Norton Bankruptcy Advisor. 

While in private practice, Judge Colton mediated numerous complex and non-
complex bankruptcy and commercial disputes. Upon taking the bench, she continued bankruptcy mediations 
and now conducts judicial mediations for cases pending before her colleagues on the bench. In September 2016, 
she served as an instructor at the Federal Judicial Center’s Judicial Mediation Workshop. 

Before coming on the bench, Judge Colton practiced at Trenam Law in Tampa, Florida for 33 years. 
Her practice included business reorganization, bankruptcy litigation, foreclosure/lender liability, creditors’ 
committees, bankruptcy trustee representation, commercial litigation, and bankruptcy asset sales. Prior to 
joining Trenam Law, she served as a judicial law clerk for the Judge James C. Hill of the United States Court of 
Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit.

  Judge Colton has served on the Board of Regents for the American College of Bankruptcy and as Chair 
of the Local Rules Committee for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Middle District of Florida. Judge Colton 
was the former Chair of the Florida Bar Business Law Section, Bankruptcy/UCC Committee, and the Tampa 
Bay Bankruptcy Bar Association. She currently co-chairs the Judicial Liaison Committee for the Florida Bar 
Business Law Section.

 Judge Colton received her B.A. in commerce (marketing and finance) with distinction from the 
University of Virginia in 1979 and her J.D. from William & Mary Law School in 1982, where she served on its law 
review and was a national moot court finalist. At her law school graduation, she received the Weber Diploma, 
which is awarded to the graduate with the greatest professional promise.

ROBERTA A. COLTON
Judge, United States Bankruptcy Court for the Middle District of Florida
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